The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts is preparing to host a major exhibition of early American quilts from Winterthur’s renowned collection this fall.  Dating from the 1700s to 1850, the exhibition features stunning examples of American women’s skill and artistry, including white work, appliqué, whole cloth, pieced, embroidered, and stenciled quilts.  

We at the VMFA are eager to involve local quilt guilds in our programming for “American Quilts: Selections from the Winterthur Collection.”  There are several opportunities to participate.  First, VMFA is organizing an exhibition of contemporary quilts at the Richmond International Airport and would like to invite the Country Piecemakers to contribute to this show.  While your submission does not need to be new work, we ask that the quilt be traditional in pattern and color so that it will be in keeping with those featured in “American Quilts.”  

We are still finalizing details with the airport, but I can provide some rough specifications:  For the purposes of display, the quilt will need to have a hanging sleeve sewn on the back.  In terms of size, we are looking for larger quilts—double or queen size. There will also be a weight limit, although we have not yet determined an exact number.  A quilt made of heavier fabrics would most likely not be suitable.  The quilts will be displayed for 8-12 weeks to coincide with the showing of “American Quilts” at VMFA (October 9 through January 2, 2011).

Another opportunity to be involved in the Richmond showing of “American Quilts” is to host a quilting bee at the museum.  The bees will be scheduled during the weekends of the exhibition’s run so that visitors can see quilters in action.  Jennifer Foley, one of the Educators at VMFA, will be contacting you soon to discuss this program.  It will be a great way to bring the exhibition to life!

We hope that the Country Piecemakers will join VMFA in celebrating the work of American quilters—past and present.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you and your guild are interested in participating in the airport exhibition.  You may reach me by email or phone (543-6083).

Sincerely, 

Caroline Nichols 
Research Assistant, Exhibitions Division 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 
200 N. Boulevard 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

